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A Secret Dialogue about Joy and Guilt: Li Zehou and Liu
Zaifu and the Two Paths to Cultural Reflections

[USA] Hang Tu

Abstract: This article, based on Li Zehou’s ‘culture of joy and Liu Zaifu’s ‘literature of guilt’, constructs a secret
dialoguebetween the two in an attempt to delineate the two paths to cultural reflections in the new age. In the Confucian
structure of love and reason, ‘from the witch to the ritual, then from the ritual to benevolence’, as described by Li Zehou, the
pre=Qin Confucian studies are based on the love of this world as the thing—in—itself that has bred a ‘culture of joy’,
vastly different from the culture of redemption in the West. Such an aesthetic imagination restarted the theory substituting
religion with aesthetics in the May 4th Period, calling for the new cultural and political missions in a sensitively poetic way.
Meanwhile, inspired by Ba Jin, with his Random Thoughts, Liu Zaifu reflected upon the lacuna of guilt in Chinese literature
along the lines of guilt and trial. Liu’s work, inspired by the consciousness of original sin of the enlightening Western
religion, is a contemplation of how literature can testify literature, mourn the dead and pursue the justice of poetics. In
essence, literature of guilt is a moral act that reflects upon the responsibilities of the survivors after the disaster in the
delineation of the struggle in the depths of the soul. This paper will argue that the cultural imagination of the Christian
transcendental God has led to two enlightening paths that seem radically different but that match in a vague manner.

Keywords: Li Zehou, Liu Zaifu, culture of joy, literature of guilt, religious criticism



