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EDUCATION
Ph. D in Sociology and Historical Studies, New School for Social Research, New York City, USA, 2000.  Co-supervisor Charles Tilly and Diane Davis.
M.A. in Historical Studies and Sociology, New School for Social Research, same, 1994.

B.A. in History, Université Lumière, Lyons, France, 1989.  
RESEARCH INTERESTS: modern colonialism and its legacies, heritage policies, state-society relations, heritage policies.
Assistant Professor, National University of Singapore, 08/2001-06/2009

Associate Professor, National University of Singapore, 07/2009-

Join appointment with College of Alice & Peter Tan, Residential Fellow (in charge of a dormitory of 120 students), NUS, 07/2012-06/2020
PUBLICATIONS

Books: 
Republican Citizenship in French Colonial Pondicherry: 1870-1914, Leiden: Amsterdam University Press, January 2022. 
Youth Mobilization in Vichy Indochina and its Legacies 1940-1970, Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2005.
Articles:

“French Retirees in Ex- French Colonial Sihanoukville and Vientiane: A Subjective Generation,” under review.  
“Colonial Legacy: French Retirees in Nga Trang, Vietnam, Today,” French Politics, Culture & Society, vol. 39, issue 3, 2021, pp. 123-146.
"Le regime alimentaire dans les prisons republicaines de Pondichery, Extraits de sessions du Conseil Local de Pondichery, 1872 et 1873," Outre-Mers. Revue d'histoire, vol. 103, n. 388-389, December 2015, pp. 295-298.   16, 
“Brokering Teacher Training in Vietnam's Early Childhood and Vocational Education Sectors: A Story of Educational Expansion and Para-State Entrepreneurship in the Doi Moi Economy, Les Notes De l'Irasec, n. 16, December 2014, 18 pages, http://www.irasec.com/ouvrage116.

Civility and Humiliation under the French Flag: The Tensions of Colonial Liberalism in Pondicherry, 1871-1886, Journal of Historical Sociology, vol. 27, n. 4, December 2014, pp. 523-540.
(Research Institute on Contemporary Southeast Asia),
With Caroline Brassard, special focus editors, “In/Security Issues in Contemporary Southeast Asia,” Asian Journal of Social Science, special focus on In/Securities in Southeast Asia, vol. 41, issue 5-6, 2014.

 

"Youth Mobilization and Ideology: Cambodia from the Late Colonial Era to the Pol Pot Regime, "Critical Asian Studies, vol. 44, issue 3, 2012, pp. 391-418.

 

With Caroline Brassard, special focus editors, “Resilience in Post-Disaster Societies: From Crisis to Development,” Asian Journal of Social Science, special focus on Post Disaster Societies, vol. 39, issue 4, 2011, pp. 417-424.

“Assessing State and Societal Functions of the Military and the War Experience in Doi Moi Vietnam,” Armed Forces and Society, published online before print October 2009; vol. 37, n. 1, January 2011, pp. 68-94.
With Jayeel Serrano Cornelio, "The Catholic Church and Education as Sources of Institutional Panic in the Philippines," Asian Journal of Social Science, vol. 37, issue 5, 2009, pp. 778-798.

“Postcolonial Vietnam: hybrid modernity,” Postcolonial Studies, vol. 11, n. 3, Special issue on Southeast Asia, 2008, pp. 329-344.
“Tours of Duty, Cross-Identification and Introjection: The Colonial Administrative Mind in Wartime Indochina,” Journal of Historical Sociology, vol. 21, n. 2/3, June/September 2008, pp. 183-212.  
"Easternization Meets Westernization: Patriotic Youth Organizations in French Indochina during World War II," French Politics, Culture, and Society, vol. 20 n. 2, Summer 2002, pp. 121-140.

 “The Integration of Difference in French Indochina During World War II: Organizations and Ideology Concerning Youth,” Theory and Society, vol. 31, issue 3, June 2002, pp. 365-390.

Book Chapters:

“Native Policy in Colonial State Formation in Pondicherry (India) and Vietnam: Recasting Ethnic Relations – 1870-1920s,” in George Steinmetz, ed., Sociology & Empire: The Imperial Entanglements of a Discipline, Duke University Press, April 2013, pp. 415-435.

 

“Mental Maps of Modernity in Colonial Indochina during World War II: Mobilizing Sport to Combat Threats to French Rule,” in Martin Thomas, ed., The French Colonial Mind: Mental Maps of Empire and Colonial Policy-Making in the French Empire, Nebraska Press, 2011, vol. 1, pp. 117-139.
“Imperial Nationhood and Its Impact on Colonial Cities: Issue of Conflict and Peace in Pondicherry and Vietnam,” in Diane E. Davis and Nora Libertun de Durén, eds., Cities and Sovereignty: Identity Politics in Urban Space, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2011, pp. 28-58.
“Education, Globalization, and Inequality,” in Lian Kwen Fee and Tong Chee Kiong, editors, Social Policy in Post-Industrial Singapore, Leiden and New York: Brill Academic Publishers, March 2008, pp. 97 -118. 

“Domestic Militarization in a Transnational Perspective: Patriotic and Militaristic Youth Mobilization in France and Indochina, 1940-1945," in Diane Davis & Anthony W. Pereira, eds., Irregular Armed Forces: Their Role in Politics and State Formation, Cambridge University Press, March 2003, chapter 12.

Others

“The Military Today in Vietnam,” 2,000 words, in Vietnam language, BBC, August 2011, http://www.bbcvietnamese.com.

“Militarism,” in The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Globalization, George Ritzer, ed., Wiley-Blackwell, 13,420 words, 2012.

Working Papers:

"Contentious Gatherings in Boston and Charleston, 1756-1781: A Comparative Political Economic Approach," Center for Studies of Social Change, Working Papers, New School for Social Research, Second Series, # 3, June 1997.
Book Reviews:

The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980 by Christina Elizabeth Firpo, H-France Review, vol. 17, n. 19, 2017.

Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the Making of Modern Laos by Simon Creak, Southeast Asian Studies, vol. 5, n.2, August 2016, pp. 340-342.
Internationalizing Higher Education in Malaysia: Understanding, Practices and Challenges by Tham Siew Yean, ed., Asian Journal of Social Science, vol. 41, n. 5, 2013, pp. 536-537.  Singapore: ISEAS, 2013 in Asian Journal of Social Science, vol. 41, n. 5, 
Education in Vietnam Jonathan D. London, ed., Pacific Affairs, vol. 86, n. 1, 2011, pp. 189-191.

L’Inde, côté villes by Thierry Paquot, Asian Journal of Social Science, vol. 35, n. 2, 2007, pp. 126-127.
Vichy in the Tropics: Pétain’s National Revolution in Madagascar, Guadeloupe, and Indochina, 1940-1944 by Eric T. Jennings for the Vietnam Studies Group, forum group online, June 2003 at http://www.lib.washington.edu/SouthEastAsia/vsg/biblio/vichy%20in%20the%20tropics.htm.
Indochine la colonisation ambiguë 1858-1954 by Pierre Brocheux and Daniel Hémery Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, vol. 32, n. 1, February, 2003: 192-193. 

North Korea Through the Looking Glass by Kongdan Oh and Raphael C. Hassig, Peace & Change: A Journal of Peace Research, vol. 28, n. 1, January 2003: 156-161. 

CONFERENCE PAPERS
“My research journey in Puducherry, Tamil Nadu,” Keynote speaker, 7th Annual Women Meeting, Venus International Foundation, Chennai, India, March 5, 2022.  I could not go due to covid-19. 
“Selling French Colonial Nostalgia: “The Preservation and Renovation of the White Town in Pondicherry, India,” The 11th International Convention of Asia Scholars Leiden, Netherlands, 16-19 July 2019.
“French Retirement in Asia,” Faculty of Arts and Social Science Research Networking Event, ARI, National University of Singapore, 23 May, 2019. 
“Reclaiming the Future: A Better Life Under the Tropics, French Retirees in Cambodia and Vietnam,” The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities, Tokyo, March 29-31, 2019.
“Post-Colonial Places of Retirement,” Keynote speaker, Cultural Studies Conference, Singapore, 26-27 November, 2018.
“Post-Colonial Places of Retirement: French Retirees in Cambodia and Vietnam: Sihanoukville and Nha Trang,” George Rudé Seminar in French History and Civilization, Australia National University, 4-7 July, 2018. 

“The French who retire in Asia: The Case of Nha Trang, Vietnam,” The Sixteenth International Conference on Diversity in Organisations, Communities and Nations, Grenada, Spain, July 2016.

“Forgotten Francophonie: The Case of the French Indian Outposts during the Third Republic,” Annual Meeting of the French Colonial Historical Society, Ottawa, Canada, May 2016.
“The Tensions of Colonial Liberalism in Pondicherry, French India, 1871-1914,” 40 th Annual Meeting of the French Colonial Historical Society, Siem-Reap, Cambodia, June 2014.

“Teaching Social Sciences through the Interdisciplinary Enterprise,” The Eighth International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, Prague, July 30-August 1st, 2013.

“Educational Entrepreneurs in Vietnam: Training Teachers in the Age of Gobalization,” Tenth Asean Inter-University Seminar on Social Development, 

Universiti Brunei Darusssalam, Brunei, 10-12 December 2012. 

“Training of Teachers in Vietnam,” 14th Asian Pacific Sociological Conference, University of Ateneo de Manila, Manila, Philippines, 22-24 October 2012.
“Tertiary Education in Vietnam: Issues of Equity and Globalized Education,” Ninth Asean Inter-University Seminar on Social Development, Syiah Kuala University, Darussalam, Banda Aceh, Indonesia, 25-27 May 2010. 
“Managing Differences through Indifference under Imperial Rule: Theoretizing the Concept of Civility of Indifference,” American Sociology Association, Boston, 1-4 August 2008.
“Explicit Democratizing Initiatives: French Pondicherry as a Forerunner of the American Iraq: Resistance, Manipulation, and Conflicts of Interests,” Sociology and Empire, Boston University, USA, 31-1 August, 2008.

“Imperial Policies: When Implementing Universal Principles Create Chaos on the Ground: The Pondicherry and Iraqi Cases,” 38th World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Budapest, Hungary, 26-30 June 2008.
“Understanding Institutions in Incomplete Modernity: Catholicism and Education as Sites of Tension, Negotiation, and Assertion in the Philippines,” The 8th Asean Inter-University Conference on Social Development, University of the Philippines, Manila, 28-31 May 2008. 

“Locating Colonial Residuum in Vietnam: The Case of Medicine,” Workshop on Mutating Postcolonial Cultural Modalities in Contemporary Southeast Asia, Asian Research Institute, NUS, Singapore, 01-02 November 2007.
“Sociologizing Education: Sociology of education, a tool to better understand the Philippines,” keynote speaker at The Philippine Sociological Society, Ateneo de Manila University, 19-20 October 2007.  
“Lessons of Empire – Race and Ethnic Relations under French Empire: The Cases of Vietnam and Pondicherry, 1850s-1920s,” The Seventh International Conference on Diversity in Organisations, Communities and Nations, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 3-6 July 2007.

“From Cross-Identification to Political Manipulation of Religion: Indochina during World War II,” Study Group on Religion and Contemporary Thought, Asian Research Institute, Singapore, 16 May 2007.
“Tours of Duty and Transference of Knowledge: the Colonial Administrative Mind in Wartime Indochina,” The French Colonial Mind: Mental Maps of Empire and French Colonial Policy Making, Centre for the Study of War, State and Society, University of Exeter, England, 12 –14 of April 2007.

“The Vietnamese Army since the Doi Moi: From Collective Defense to Private Business,” workshop entitled “War, Peace and Militaries in Asia: Sociological and Anthropological Perspectives,” Kyoto University 5-8 of April, 2007.
“The Massification of Tertiary Education in Asia: Its Impact on Singapore, India, and China,” XVI International Sociological Association World Congress of Sociology, Durban, South Africa, 23-29 July, 2006.

“Indian identity between Hinduism and Colonial Law: The case of Pondicherry, India,” 
American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, USA, August 12-16, 2005.

“’Civility of Indifference’?: Race relations in Vietnam and Pondicherry under Colonial Time,” 37th World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Stockholm, Sweden, July 5-9, 2005.
“Turning Singapore into an International Tertiary Educational Hub for Asia and the Issue of Inequality,” 37th World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Stockholm, Sweden, July 5-9, 2005.
“Urban Apartheid: Pondicherry under Colonial Rule,” 51st annual meeting of the Society for French Historical Studies, Stanford University, USA, March 17-19 2005. 

“Race Relations in a French Colonial Setting: The case of Pondicherry,” Sixth Asean Inter-University Seminar on Social Development, Penang, Malaysia, 14-16 May 2004.

“The Legacy of Vichy for the Sihanouk Regime,” the International Sociological Association, National University of Singapore, 14-16 March 2004. 
“Revisiting Vietnamese Nationalism,” Third International Conference of Asian Scholars, Singapore, August 20, 2003.
“The Vichy legacy in the Ngo Dinh Diem Regime: Youth Policy, 1954-1963,” Indochina Study Group, National University of Singapore, November 2002. 

“The State as Moral Educator: The Case of Indochina,” Haytai City College, Thailand, 14-16 October 2002. 

"Making Patriots: French Youth Mobilization in Vichy France and Indochina during and after World War II," Department of Sociology Seminar, National University of Singapore, fall 2001.

“Youth and the Vichy Regime in Indochina during World War II,” American Historical Association, Boston, December 2000.

ARTICLES IN PROGRESS

“French Retirees in Cambodia, Laos and Puducherry.” 
AWARDS and GRANTS
2022, Reward: Distinguished Women Researcher in Sociology, Venus International Foundation, Chennai, India. 
2017, Research Grant, Ministry of Education, Singapore.
2014, NUS award for Excellent Performance in Research.

2012, NUS award for Excellent Performance in Research.

December 2007, Freeman Foundation Fellowship, Austria. 
Spring 2007, Writing Semester Fellowship, Asian Research Institute, Singapore. 

2004-2006, Research grant, The Faculty Research Committee, NUS.
2001-2003, Research grant, National University of Singapore.
2000 Bernadette E. Schmitt Grants for research in European, African, and Asian History, American Historical Association.

2000-2001, Campbell Teaching Fellowship in History, Brigham Young University.
2000, The Albert Salomon Award, outstanding dissertation in sociology, New School for Social Research.

1999-2000, Henry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, Dissertation Fellowship.

1998-1999, Holocaust Memorial Fellowship, New School for Social Research.

1997-1998, Mellon Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, Program in the Military, Politics, and Society.

1993, Dean's Fellowship for Ph.D. study, New School for Social Research.

1989, B.A. awarded with Honors, Université Lumière, Lyons, France.

TEACHING

· Making sense of society (Introduction to sociology)
· Methods of social research (second year course)
· Sociology of power: Who gets to rule? (third year course)
· Sociology of education (third year course)
· Urban sociology (third year course)
· Interpretative sociology (fourth year course)

· Citizenship, Nation, and Globalization (fourth year course)
· Cultural Heritage: The Politics of Protecting the Past (fourth year course) 

· Asian Identities (second year course)
OTHER TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Campbell Teaching Fellowship in History, Brigham Young University, September 2000 to May 2001. Classes taught:
· World History, 1500 to Today 
· French Colonialism and the Roots of the Vietnam Wars
· The Construction of a French National Identity from the French Revolution to Today
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Co-Deputy Director Asian Journal of Social Science, January 2021- 
Review editor, Asian Journal of Social Science, 2004-.
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
DERC members, ethics review for students’ research projects, sociology department, August 2021-
Residential Fellow, CAPT, NUS, July 2012-June 2020.
Honour Year Advisor, August 2008-December 2017.
FASS Student Mentor, 2007-2010.
Member of the research cluster on Cultural Studies, 2004-2012.
Curriculum review committee, sociology department, fall 2003.
Undergraduate curriculum review committee, sociology department, fall 2002.

Curriculum review committee, sociology department, 2010.
Library representative for the department of Sociology, 2001-2012.
Member of Vietnamese Study Group Seminar, 2001-current; coordinator, August 2008-August 2009.
Care Member, 2009-2013.
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE

Assistant Librarian, Reserve Desk, Dewey Library, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, October, 1993 to July, 1996.  Advised undergraduate and graduate students in political science, economics, and business of research strategies and managed periodical holdings.

Research Assistant for Professor Charles Tilly, Departments of Sociology and Historical Studies, New School for Social Research, June, 1992 to August, 1994. Archival, statistical and bibliographic research into protest movement activity and urban political conflicts in Great Britain, Boston, and Charleston.
Text translator, French to English, for Professor Terry Williams, Department of Sociology, New School for Social Research, September, 1992 to January, 1993. Translated written journal of Parisian drug addict for project on urban youth culture.
Research Assistant to Professor Michael Hanagan, Department of Historical Studies, New School for Social Research, September, 1991 to May, 1992.  Library research on the development of modern welfare systems in the U.S., Great Britain and France.

Volunteer worker, full-time, Catholic Worker 'Maryhouse' Relief Mission for Homeless Women, New York City, November 1988 to July 1990.  
Volunteer counselor at New York State Prison at Riker's Island, November 1988 to July 1990.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Sociological Association
French Colonial Historical Society
LANGUAGE SKILLS

Fluent in English

Native French speaker
Some Vietnamese (University courses I, II & III)
ADVANCE \d6

